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minorities, and thus carry a string of measures none of which
stood a chance on its own merits. The answer of its authors was
that it represented the application to multifarious problems of a
single consistent body of liberal principles. There was truth in
both contentions; tactics and principle had each a share. But
in the long sequel most liberals regretted the over-wide commit-
ment. For they could not disown its items, though many per-
manently alienated important sections of the community*
Towards the end of this parliament two important changes
occurred among the government's supporters* On the same day
as Parnell, died W. H, Smith; who in January 1887 had taken
Lord R. Churchill's place as leader of the house of commons.
Though no orator, ho filled the post to general admiration, and
his name has passed into a by-word for the kind of success which
can be achieved in parliament by sterling character without the
aid of eloquence. He was succeeded in the leadership by Balfour.
Two months later the liberal unionist leadership in the same
house also changed hands. Lord Hartington, on his father's
death, went to the lords as eighth duke of Devonshire, and
was succeeded in the commons by Chamberlain, This benefited
the unionist alliance by harnessing to it more closely the most
independent of the anti-Gladstone liberals* But already on
25 November 1891, speaking at Liverpool by Lord Salisbury's
side, he had renounced the last hope of liberal reunion.
The 1893 session was short, and soon after midsummer Lord
Salisbury advised the queen to dissolve. His majority was by
then 66* The general election in July substituted for it a home
rule majority of only 40 (liberals 273, Irish home rulers 81, and
independent labour i, as against conservatives 269 and liberal
unionists 46)* Ministers did not resign before parliament met,
but on 11 August they fell to a vote of No confidence moved by
H, H, Asquith, Thus Gladstone obtained his fourth innings as
prime minister, but in a much weaker position than ever before.